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Poll call: Houseboats seen on the Vembanad lake in 
Kerala on Tuesday as part of a voter awareness 
programme, SVEEP (systematic voters‘ education 
and electoral participation), organised by the 
Election Commission ahead of the April 9 Assembly 
polls. 
 
 
 
 
 

Category Rank 1 
Rank 

2 
Rank 3 Rank 4 Rank 5 

Freshwater Wular Loktak 
Shivaji 

Sagar 
Indira Sagar Pangong 

Saltwater Chilika Pulicat Sambhar Vembanad Ashtamudi 

Overall Vembanad Chilika 
Shivaji 

Sagar 
Indira Sagar Pulicat 

Barak Valley 
 Barak Valley is one of the two major river valleys of Assam, the other being the Brahmaputra 

Valley. 

 It is located in the southern part of Assam and is named after the Barak River. 

 It comprises three districts: 

o Cachar 

o Karimganj 

o Hailakandi 

 The main urban centre is Silchar, which acts as the economic and cultural hub. 

Location  

 Situated in Southern Assam, separated from Brahmaputra Valley by the Barail Range 

 Shares international border with Bangladesh 

 Lies between: 

o Meghalaya (west) 

o Manipur and Mizoram (east and south) 

 Acts as a gateway to Northeast India via southern route 

Physiography 

 Characterized by low-lying floodplains and surrounding hills 

 Drained by the Barak River and its tributaries 

 The Barak River flows westward into Bangladesh, where it splits into: 

o Surma River 

o Kushiyara River 

 Region is prone to seasonal flooding, especially during monsoon 
Climate 

 Humid subtropical climate 
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 Average rainfall: 2000–3000 mm annually 

 Warm summers and mild winters 
Soils and Agriculture 

• Dominated by alluvial soils, highly fertile 

• Major crops: 

• Rice (staple crop) 
• Tea (important plantation crop) 

• Sugarcane 

• Pulses and oilseeds 

• Tea gardens are widespread, contributing to regional economy 

Drainage System 

• Barak River is the main river 

• Important tributaries: 

• Jiri 
• Sonai 

• Rukni 

• Katakhal 

GS Paper II: Polity,  

TOPICS COVERED     01  April  2026 

01Apr Bill on A.P. capital likely to be tabled in Lok Sabha 

           ए.  .    ध न       ध          न          न  

01Apr An impeachment move with no winners 

            ए                          त  न    
 

 

01Apr. Bill on A.P. capital likely to be tabled in 
Lok Sabha 

           ए.  .    ध न       ध          न     

     न  
 The Union government is likely to introduce the 

Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation (Amendment) Bill, 2026, 

in the current Lok Sabha session to officially recognise 
Amaravati as the sole capital of Andhra Pradesh. 
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 Alleging that too much money was being spent on it, he proposed instead a ―three-capital‖ 
formula, suggesting Visakhapatnam as the executive capital, Kurnool as the judicial 
capital, and Amaravati as the legislative capital. 

 
 

 

01Apr. An impeachment move with no winners 

            ए                          त  न    

 The move to impeach the CEC is a first in history of an institution meant to safeguard 
electoral democracy. 
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 CEC                              ए                                          न       त   

            ए ब             

 “India built many institutions after freedom… the ECI would be the first choice,” said Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee on January 17, 2001. 

 “                  ब    ई       ब  ए… ECI                       ,”    ब   अट         

           17  न    2001            

 

GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED     01  April  2026 

01Apr Sanand ‗bridge‘ to Silicon Valley: PM on rise in semiconductor ecosystem 

   न द ‗      न     ‘       :       ड                        ए  

01Apr Unexpected surge 

अ     त      

01Apr On global tensions and India‘s economy  

      तन   औ     त    अथ         
 

 

01Apr. Sanand ‗bridge‘ to Silicon Valley: PM on rise in semiconductor 

ecosystem 

   न द ‗      न     ‘       :       ड                        ए  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday positioned Gujarat’s Sanand as an emerging link 
in the global semiconductor network as he inaugurated a semiconductor assembly and test 
facility of Kaynes Semicon in Sanand, declaring that a “bridge” now connects the industrial 
town with Silicon Valley. 

          न      द                     त      ण द                ड   न ट                 

ब    ,  ब                 Kaynes Semicon                 ब   औ                        

     औ          ब    औ      श         न         “   ”                        

 He projected that India’s semiconductor market could exceed $100 billion by the end of the 
decade. 

                         श                          ड         $100  ब                

         

 The plant, built at an estimated cost of ₹3,300 crore, will serve as a significant milestone 
under India’s semiconductor mission. 

 ₹3,300                          ब                         ड      न        ए          

              ब        

  “India’s current global semiconductor market stands at ₹4.5 lakh crore, with a target of 
reaching ₹9 lakh crore by 2030,” he said. 

           , “                           ड         ₹4.5            ,      2030    ₹9     

                         ” 

 “ As a result, the Semiconductor Mission was launched in India in 2021. 

 “              ,         2021          ड      न श             

 Referring to India’s recent participation in the Pax Silica initiative, a U.S.-led coalition 
focused on securing supply chains for semiconductors, artificial intelligence and rare 
earth elements, Mr. Modi said such collaborations will enhance resilience in critical 

technology sectors. 

                Pax Silica                               ए,             ,   ट        

  ट       औ                                                                           ब      , 

                                                      ब    ब  ए     
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01Apr. Unexpected surge 

अ     त      

                ए               श                        ए 

 ए  ठ                                        

 The eight core sectors — crude oil, natural gas, refinery 
products, coal, fertilizers, steel, cement, and electricity — saw 
their combined growth slow to 2.3% in February, about half the growth 

rate in January. 

             —     त  ,      त     ,      न      द,      , 

     ,    त,     ट औ        —                             2.3% 

    ई,                                  

 These core sectors have a weightage of about 40% in the 

IIP, and so the expectation was that they would drag the IIP down too. 

                  IIP         40%   ट     ,     ए               IIP    

                 

 Most notably, the manufacturing sector in the IIP saw growth 
accelerate to a respectable 6% in February. 

   श        , IIP       न   ण                      ब    6%     ई  

 The capital goods sector‘s growth accelerated to a 28-
month high of 12.5%, on an already strong base of 8.1%. 

       त                 28    न           12.5%          ई,    

          ब   8.1%                

 Consumer durables grew 7.3%, but consumer non-
durables contracted 0.6%, the second consecutive month of 

shrinkage. 

         ट       ए  7.3% ब   ,                 - ट       ए  

0.6%     ई ,                           

 In general, spending on non-durables involves greater 
discretion on a day-to-day basis, and so is a better gauge of 
consumer sentiment. 

        ,    - ट                                                  , 

    ए              न     ब                

 This also correlates with the new series of national accounts 
data showing that household expenditure has had a shrinking 
contribution to GDP. 

     ए                                     ,                             

GDP                      

 The government should also look into why the IIP and the 
Eight Core Industries index moved in opposite directions in 

February. 

                          ए             IIP औ   ठ           

                 श          ए  

EIGHT CORE SECTORS  

 Refinery Products (~28%) 

 Electricity (~20%) 

 Steel (~17%) 

 Coal (~10%) 

 Crude Oil (~9%) 

 Natural Gas (~6%) 

 Cement (~5%) 

 Fertilizers (~3%) 
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01A. On global tensions and India‘s economy  

      तन   औ     त    अथ         
 The rupee has depreciated to a record low of ₹95 per dollar, the Indian basket of crude oil hit 

$156.29 per barrel, and the Reserve Bank of India has deployed billions of dollars of foreign 
exchange reserves to contain volatility. 

      ₹95   त ड                                     ,                         $156.29   त 

              ई   , औ               ब                                  ए   ब           

foreign exchange reserves                   

 Foreign exchange reserves have declined from recent highs to about $709.76 billion, while 
foreign portfolio outlaws of over $8 billion following the onset of the conflict have intensified 

currency pressures. 

     श                                         $709.76 billion          ,  ब            

श        ब   $8 billion                श             ब                   ब   ब            

 Yet income dynamics are weaker. 

                 श               
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 Real wages remain subdued, household liabilities have risen to roughly 41 percent of GDP, 

and private investment continues to lag the state’s capex-led expansion. 

                     ब    ई   ,                       GDP    41 percent    ब   ई   , औ  

         श        capex-                         

 This divergence reflects a deeper shift in India’s fiscal architecture: revenue buoyancy is 
increasingly driven by transaction-linked taxation while expenditure tilts toward capital 
formation. 

                 •scal                ब         श       :            ब        transaction-

linked taxation            ,  ब      capital formation    ओ              

                                   ब             ए  volatile global environment         

                    

 The Union Budget 2026–27 estimates gross tax revenue at ₹44.04 lakh crore, yet much of 
the buoyancy now comes from transaction-linked channels. 

       ब   2026–27                          ₹44.04                      ,        ब 

      श      transaction-linked channels              

 GST collections reached ₹22.8 lakh crore in FY25, while levies on financial and cross-
border transactions have also expanded. 

 GST collections FY25    ₹22.8                   ए,  ब   •nancial औ  cross-border 

transactions       ए  ए       ब       

 Direct taxes typically expand when more workers move into stable paid employment. 

                  ब ब        ब                                          

 As a result, revenue growth increasingly depends on the volume of economic transactions 
rather than income deepening. 

          ,            ब    -                                 ,                ई     

 Private consumption accounts for roughly 61.4 percent of India‘s GDP, yet household 
liabilities have risen sharply from about 36–37 percent of GDP in 2022 to over 41 percent 
by 2025, increasing sensitivity to inflationary shocks and suggesting that consumption is 

being sustained less by income growth and more through credit expansion. 

                    GDP         61.4   त त   ,                         2022    GDP    36–

37   त त    ब    2025 त  41   त त    अ ध      ई   ,                                

      श     ब   ई    औ                                        ब    ऋ                

                   

 Net financial savings have also become more volatile, falling to around 3–4 percent of GDP 
in recent quarters before recovering to about 7.6 percent. 

 श         ब                    ई   ,                                  GDP    3–4 

  त त     ई    औ  ब      ब         7.6   त त     ई  

 The exposure is being amplified by the current shock, as disruptions to LPG supply chains 
— over 60 percent of which depend on imports — have translated into longer re•ll cycles 

and local shortages, raising household energy costs even as leverage remains elevated. 

                         औ  ब        ,       ए          त         —       60   त त    

अ ध     त     न       —                             ब            औ                 ई 

  ,                       ब   ई     ब   ऋ          ब          

 At the same time, India’s expenditure strategy has pivoted toward infrastructure-led growth. 

       ,                    ब ब                              ओ       ई     

 The Union Budget 2026–27 places effective capital expenditure at ₹17.15 lakh crore. 

       ब   2026–27                   ₹17.15                                

 While such front-loaded investment strengthens long-term productive capacity, it compresses 
fiscal space for welfare stabilisers. 

                             श                           ब          ,          

                     ए                श                

 CMIE (Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy) data shows private firms account for nearly 80 
percent of new project announcements, yet only about 9 percent reached completion in 
2022–23, suggesting a recovery that expands production capacity more than wage-linked 

income. 
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  ए  ईई                                    ए               ओ          80   त त      

       ,                  9   त त 2022–23      ण   ए,                                  

                 ब                  -                   
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01Apr Earth‘s orbits are filling up because governance hasn‘t kept pace 

           ए    त                     न न    त न            

01Apr Entanglement: spooky action 

 ए ट     ट:      ए न 
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01Apr. Earth‘s orbits are filling up because governance hasn‘t kept pace 

           ए    त                     न न    त न            
 Orbital harm is difficult to govern because much of the debris capable of causing damage is 

impossible to track consistently. 

                   त   न    ठन                                    श   ब            ट    

  न  अ         

 But access to this information is uneven across satellite operators and countries, and it may 
be withheld for commercial reasons or kept secret for security reasons. 
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                                       औ    श      ब   अ   न   , औ               

   ण                                  ण                          

 There’s also no regular way to check whether operators actually follow through on promises 
to make satellites safe when they stop working, to move them out of the way or to bring 
them down once their mission ends, especially for small satellites or missions that last only a 

short time. 

                  ई                                                                          , 

                        द   न          त ब    ,                        श                    

    ,         ट                                  श         ए  

 Even debris smaller than a coin, travelling at orbital velocities, carries enough energy to 

disable or destroy active satellites. 

               ब    ,           त           ,                                      ए       

              

 Each collision generates thousands of new fragments, multiplying risk. 

              नए ट                ,             ब        

 Article VI of the Outer Space Treaty makes states internationally responsible for national 
activities in outer space, including those carried out by private actors. 

Outer Space Treaty           VI          ब                                      ए            

              ब       ,        न       द              ई               श         

 Article VII establishes liability for damage caused by space objects. 

       VII           ओ        ए             ए द                    

 National licensing regimes are one of a few mechanisms that can enforce orbital 
responsibility before damage occurs. 

                                         ए                                     द            

         

 Principles embedded in international environmental law, including precaution, 
proportionality, and intergenerational equity, offer a useful guide. 

अ त              ण   न न                ,         ध न , अन    त त  औ       त    नत , ए  

            श                 

 These principles recognise that uncertainty does not excuse inaction and that the way we 
use (non-rivalrous) resources today should not foreclose future generations’ access to the 

same resources. 

                      अ न  तत   न   त        न  न       औ        (   -  त ध )     धन   

                         ,                                             ब               

    ए  

India‘s opportunity 

   त    अ    

 Specifically, as India develops its national space legislation and licensing regime, it has a 
chance to embed orbital responsibility as a legal requirement. 

  श        ,     -                      अ त      न न औ                                 , 

                  द       ए    न न      त                                  

 Existing guidelines to mitigate debris in orbit, while being technically sound, rely largely on 
voluntary compliance and lack uniform monitoring or . sanctions for non-compliance

                    न       ए          श     श,      त न                ,             

अन    न             औ          न  न   न     अ   न    द ड             

 This has resulted in an uneven regulatory landscape in which the responsible operators 

absorb higher costs. 

     ए  अ   न  न          ब                द       ट                          

         

 In space as on the earth, governance that waits for damage before assigning responsibility 

 will arrive too late.
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            ,            ,    श                      ब       द              , ब              

    

01Apr. Entanglement: spooky action 

 ए ट     ट:      ए न 

 Scientists have shown that helium atoms can 
be entangled through their movement. 

                                      ण              

          झ   त      

 A team from Australia and the U.S. collided 

clouds of helium atoms together to create pairs that 
shared a single quantum state. 

          औ  अ          ए                      ओ     

ब                         ब  ए    ए  ए      ट  

अ                  

 The that even ‗heavy‘ achievement showed 
particles could follow the same strange quantum 
physics rules that scientists have mostly observed so 
far in much lighter particles like electrons. 

                       ‗    ‘  ण           ब    ट  

   त       न                                    ब 

                             न             ए     

 The possibility also opens new ways for 
researchers to study the link between quantum 

physics and gravity — a famous unsolved problem in physics. 

            श      ओ       ए    ट     त   औ          ण    ब     ब                    ए 

              —              ए       अन   झ           

 Quantum entanglement occurs when two particles become so deeply linked that they share a 
single existence. 

              ब          ब                ई                       ए  ए   अ                  

 The study achieved momentum entanglement, where the link involves the particles’ 
momentum. 

                    झ           ,         ब                                  

 When scientists collided the atoms, the resulting pairs flew apart. 

  ब                    ओ           ,             अ  -अ       ए  

 Because of quantum mechanics, neither atom had a definite direction until a detector 
measured it. 

    ट                 ,                     श                 ब            डट              

न         

 However, once they measured the momentum of one atom, they instantly determined the 
momentum of its partner, no matter how far apart they’d travelled. 

        ,                ए      ण                  ,                     थ                          

    ,                                     

 In entanglement, one atom does not disappear and reappear elsewhere. 

         , ए                        औ    ट न      त   

 Instead, teleportation involves quantum information: when a measurement defines the first 
atom’s state, that information effectively dictates the state of the second atom across the 
void. 

      ब   ,         श        ट     न  श            :  ब ए                                   

       ,                         द         ण     अ                       ,                  

            

 Albert Einstein famously called this “spooky action at a distance” because it defies 

. everyday logic
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                               “द       ड   न      ”                                 

         

 In classical physics, objects usually only affect things directly next to them. 

          त     ,    ए                                                     

 Momentum entanglement proves that whole atoms can remain connected through a nonlocal 
bond. 

                                           ए     -  न     धन                             

GS Paper III:  DM,   

TOPICS COVERED     01  April  2026 

01Apr Counting people is not counting disaster risk 

          णन    न    द            णन  न       
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01Apr. Counting people is not counting disaster risk 

          णन    न    द            णन  न       

 Odisha is, by any measure, one of India’s most disaster-prone States. 

 ओ  श                           ब     द -  ण             ए      

 Its 574.7-kilometre coastline has absorbed some of the most powerful cyclones to make 

landfall on the subcontinent. 

      574.7       ट       तट                              ब   श  श        त            

         

 Over two decades, through investment in early warning systems, cyclone shelters, and 
mass evacuations, the State has reduced cyclone mortality to near zero. 

     श      ,           त  न   ण   ,     त     औ          न      न            श         

  ,                                द                         

 It is, therefore, not merely paradoxical but troubling that the 16th Finance Commission has 
awarded Odisha the largest reduction in disaster funding share among all 28 States. 

     ए                            ब                  16               ओ  श         28 

           द     ड       द                           

 The answer lies in a structural problem in the Finance Commission’s allocation formula. 

                                   ए      न                      

The revised formula and its rationale 

      धत     औ       त   
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 The 16th Finance Commission has allocated ₹2,04,401 crore to State Disaster Response 
Funds (SDRF), a 59.5% increase over its predecessor. 

 16                     द    त         (SDRF)      ए ₹2,04,401               ए   ,    

              59.5% अ ध      

 The Commission adopted a multiplicative Disaster Risk Index (DRI = Hazard × Exposure × 
Vulnerability). 

                  द                (DRI =  त   × ए      ×     दन   त )            

 This is a departure from the additive approach of the 15th Finance Commission. 

    15                           ण            

 Risk arises only when hazard intersects with exposed and vulnerable populations. 

                        ब  त  , ए     औ      दन     न                      

 A powerful cyclone striking an uninhabited coastline is a natural event, not a disaster. 

 ए  श  श               न  न तट                                       ,            

 The logic is correct, but the operationalisation is not. 

           ,                   न     न        

 The first problem lies in the measurement of ‗Exposure‘. 

           ‗ए     ‘                

 The Commission uses the total population of each State as its exposure metric. 

                       न        ए                              

 Uttar Pradesh receives 25 and Sikkim receives 1. 

        श    25 औ           1               

 This is administratively convenient but scientifically indefensible. 

     श                        ,            न        अन   त     

 Exposure, per the IPCC Sixth Assessment Report, is the presence of people in places that 

could be adversely affected by hazards. 

 IPCC     ठ     न     ट           , ए                                               

                            

 It is not simply the number of people within a political boundary. 

            न  त                                      

 A State with 10 crore people in a safe inland area has lower exposure than a State with 3 
crore people on a cyclone-prone coast. 

 ए            10                               ,      ए                             3 

              -                   

 Total population and hazard-zone population are not the same variable. 

            औ   त  -        न                   

 The practical consequences are stark. 

                             

 The multiplicative formula, in practice, rewards demographic size. 

                         न               थ   त  द त      

 Vulnerability is measured through each State’s average per capita Net State Domestic 
Product (NSDP), inverted so that poorer States score higher. 

       श                    औ           न ट   ट ड         ड  (NSDP)                , 

                                                अ ध  अ         

 The intuition is clear — poorer States have fewer fiscal resources to absorb disaster shocks. 

           —    ब                                      ए              धन          

 But the NSDP measures fiscal capacity, not disaster vulnerability. 

       NSDP         त             ,   द      दन   त           

 Vulnerability is multidimensional, encompassing housing quality, health infrastructure, 
early warning reach, and the share of population in unsafe dwellings. 

       श                    ,              ण   ,     अ     न ,           त  न       

औ  अ     त                      ब    श              

 Average per capita income conceals intra-state inequality. 

 औ                             अ   नत                   

 Jharkhand, with the second-highest vulnerability score, still loses 0.78 percentage points of 

funding share. 
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 झ    ड,              ब              श           ,        0.78   त त अ             

                     

 Exposure should be measured as the number of people living within hazard zones such as 
flood plains, cyclone-prone coasts, earthquake zones. 

 ए          त                     ,     त-  ण तट औ                                       

                       ए  

 This should use the BMTPC Vulnerability Atlas cross-referenced with Census data. 

        ए BMTPC Vulnerability Atlas औ   न णन  ड ट                         ए  

 Vulnerability should be reconstituted as a composite index. 

       श        ए                                                ए  

 It should include kutcha housing share, agricultural labour dependence, health 
infrastructure, crop insurance, early warning effectiveness. 

             न,            न   त ,     ढ    ,          औ    त  न   ण    श          

    ए  

 
 

GS Paper III: IS    
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01Apr NIA, ED bust Maoist extortion, money laundering rackets 

 एन  ए,  ड  न       द        औ   न              ट      ड          
 
 

A farmer dries harvested maize cobs in an open field 
near Polavaram in Andhra Pradesh on Tuesday. The 
sun-drying process, a common post-harvest practice, 
helps reduce moisture content and permits safe 
storage and better marketability 

 

 
 

 


